Youth Council Conference Call
Meeting Minutes January 20, 2015
Committee Chair Linda Clark welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Chair Clark asked Pat Nelson to call the roll for the council members.  Roll call reflected the following:


Linda Clark, Chair (present)

Lori Lodge (present)

Carl Powell /Michelle Woods (present)

Arantza Zabala (present)

Mike Dittenber (absent)
Chair Clark accepted a motion by Lori Lodge, seconded by Carl Powell to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2014 youth council meeting, the minutes were approved unanimously by voice vote. 

Chair Clark explained that a transmittal on the eligibility requirements for youth participating in the state’s Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act program starting July 1, 2016 will take up the majority of today’s meeting.  Staff has provided information on a combination of Workforce Investment Act youth program demographics and expenditures from around the state, statistics on the state’s population, poverty levels and educational attainment.   The Youth Council should take all this information into account as we make our decision as to how to roll out a new state program and establish service priorities to the youth in the state.  The council’s recommendation will be submitted to the Workforce Development Council for its consideration and approval.
Transmittal # 1 – Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Youth Program Design for PY 2015
Chair Clark asked Department of Labor Senior Planner Rico Barrera to explain Transmittal #1.
Mr. Barrera explained that the council needs to decide which youth population will be served under the new program design under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) by establishing priorities for various groups of at-risk youth.  The primary focus of WIOA is focused on out of school youth using 75% of expenditures on this group.
Mr. Barrera explained the following attachments to the transmittal:

· Attachment #1 reflects participant eligibility criteria from the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  WIOA Youth Program funds may only be used to serve individuals who meet these specific program criteria.  A review of the eligibility criteria will reveal that the WIOA directs services to the “hard-to-serve” among the youth population by focusing on low income youth with barriers to education and employment.  Among the barriers is a category that can be defined by state or local workforce boards (see Attachment #2).  The Workforce Development Council previously adopted a broad list of barriers for use with WIA, which the Youth Council may choose to limit or expand further.
· Attachment #2 includes a discussion of priorities for service among the eligible youth population.  The Youth Council will be asked to determine if the current priorities for service are appropriate, whether Idaho should shift its focus from groups previously identified by the Workforce Development Council,  or other groups the Youth Council deems most in need.  Key among the decisions is what changes, if any, should be made to prioritize services to these groups.
· Attachment #3 – Idaho American Community Survey Population Estimates
· Attachment #4 – Idaho WIA Program/Demographic Information from 2008- 2014 Program Years
· Attachment #5 – Kids Count 2014 data – Idaho factors
· Attachment #6 – Idaho WIA Program Expenditures, PY2008 – PY2013
Decision was made by the council that the staff will meet with other groups to determine the following:

· Who are they serving
· What is service level/ history

· What is their focus

· Are we duplicating efforts

Discussion/Future Meetings
Chair Clark announced the Youth Council’s next meeting will be Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 1:30 p.m.
Adjournment

Chair Clark accepted a motion by Lori Lodge, seconded by Carl Powell to adjourn; the meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
Attendance:   Idaho Department of Labor Staff  


Rico Barrera

Cheryl Foster


Gordon Graff


Pat Nelson

Vicki Parkinson

Sara Scudder

Sue Simmons
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