Youth Council Conference Call
Meeting Minutes July 7, 2015

Committee Chair Linda Clark welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  With several new members since the last meeting, Dr. Clark asked everyone to introduce themselves. Chair Clark asked Pat Nelson to call the roll for the council members.  Roll call reflected the following:  Linda Clark, Chair (present), Lori Lodge (present), Carl Powell (present), Michelle Woods (absent), Arantza Zabala (present), Adrian SanMiguel (present), Arielle Horan (present), and Blossom Johnston (present). 

Chair Clark explained that since our last meeting, the Workforce Development Council approved the transmittals that the Youth Council recommended for approval.  The Workforce Development Council appreciates the work the Youth Council is conducting to ensure that Idaho has a smooth transition from WIA to WIOA and that the new youth service design proposed by the Youth Council will meet the needs of the youth throughout the state.  

Chair Clark highlighted some of the new changes during the transition from WIA to WIOA including the shift in funding that now requires 75 percent of the youth funds allocated to the state to serve out-of-school youth 16 o 24 years of age.  

Review of Youth Employment and Youth Provider Data.
Chair Clark reported that the council’s goal today would be establishing priority groups under the new design framework of WIOA. Previously WIA focused on:

A) Youth who are involved with the juvenile justice system;
B) Youth exiting foster care;
C) Pregnant and parenting teens;
D) Youth with disabilities;
E) Out-of-school youth and
F) In-school youth who are in alternative high schools or enrolled in programs leveraging Carl
Perkins and/or local technical education funds. 

The program did not solely serve these groups but targeted their efforts to recruit these youth. The council must decide moving forward which groups to focus on with the limited funds. 

Chair Clark asked Department of Labor Senior Planner Rico Barrera to share some data and findings.

Mr. Barrera updated new members saying that the new workforce legislation has come into act and WIOA had started July first. States are allowed this program year (July 1 – June 30) 2015 to design their programs. The act prescribes that states move the majority of their funding to serve at least 75 percent of out of school youth. This shift in focus is based on the current state of youth employment. There are an estimated six million 16-24 year olds not employed or in school in the country. The goal of WIOA is the help connect these out of school youth to the workforce. 

Mr. Barrera provided a spreadsheet of the employment and labor force status in Idaho based on gender and race. He also provided a data table showing the percentages of WIA participants who qualify for services and were enrolled based on the barrier groups under WIA. Some of the highest groups include those youth at risk of court involvement at 20 percent and school dropouts at 28 percent. 

Service Priority Groups Discussion
Discussion followed regarding what are the factors of success that a participant is measured on. Mr. Barrera explained that gaining employment or enrolling into a post-secondary program and retaining the employment or continuing with the program are factors. Also included are literacy and numeracy gains and credentialing in the evaluation. 
Mr. Barrera highlighted the staff recommendations for priority groups for the WIOA 2016 Program Year which included: Youth involved with the juvenile justice system, Youth exiting foster care, Youth pregnant and parenting, Youth with disabilities, and Youth who are low-income. 

Discussion/Future Meetings
[bookmark: _GoBack]New members felt they needed additional information to review, specifically citing program and provider performance data, before coming to a decision. Information regarding which priority groups in the past saw the highest level of success, as well as which areas of the state and which services providers were seeing the highest level of success was requested. 

Chair Clark accepted a motion by Blossom Johnson, seconded by Arantza Zabala to adjourn the meeting and table the discussion. The next meeting date will be announced later. 

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 2:35 pm

Attendance:   Idaho Department of Labor Staff - Rico Barrera, Georgia Smith, Sara Scudder, Pat Nelson, Marsha Wright, Terry Mocettini, Jordyn Neerdaels, and Susan Simmons. 
