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MEMORANDUM

October 19, 2015

TO:		Workforce Development Council

FROM:	Sue Simmons, Deputy Director

SUBJECT:	National Apprenticeship Week

ACTION REQUESTED:	Recognition of National Apprenticeship Week November 2nd – 8th.

Background

This year marks the 76th anniversary of the enactment of the Shelley-Maloney Apprentice Labor Standards Act of 1939.  National Apprenticeship Week is an opportunity for the Apprenticeship community to tell the story of apprenticeships and is an invitation to business and industry, education, career seekers, community based organizations, students, and workers to learn about the real world advantages of developing careers through adoption of the apprenticeship model.  Apprenticeship is for those who aspire to be great, lead in innovation and creativity, strive to innovate in business and industry, and recognize the value of combining paid on the job learning coupled with a substantial educational component to build generational greatness in careers and commerce.

Idaho apprenticeships offer employers in every industry the tools to develop a highly skilled workforce to help grow their business. For workers, apprenticeships offer opportunities to earn a salary while learning the skills necessary to succeed in high-demand careers. Apprenticeships exemplify high standards, instructional rigor and quality training.  

In Idaho there are currently 130 registered apprenticeship programs representing over 200 employers with approximately 950 registered apprentices in advanced manufacturing, construction, energy, government, mining and timber industries.  Annually, approximately 350-400 new apprentices are registered in Idaho.  

Recommendation:  

Staff recommend the Idaho Workforce Development Council acknowledge the value of apprenticeships within the State’s workforce system and recognize National Apprenticeship week of November 2nd through November 8th. 

Contacts:	
Primary – Bill Kober, USDOL 	(208) 321-2973

Secondary – Kay Vaughan		(208) 332-3570, ext. 4072

