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TRANSMITTAL #5

MEMORANDUM

October 1, 2013

TO:		Workforce Development Council

FROM:	Roger Madsen, Director

SUBJECT:	 “Industry Sector Grant” RFP Update

ACTION REQUESTED:	Information Only

Background

During its June 2013 meeting the Workforce Development Council approved the establishment of the WDTF Industry Sector Grant as one of the recommendations from the statewide Educational Attainment Task Force.  The grant’s goal is to increase employment and wages of Idaho workers by providing skill training to meet the needs of industry sector(s) to develop an applicant pool of skilled workers for Idaho businesses. Grant funds may be used by schools to develop new training programs or modify existing programs by augmenting skills training or building capacity to meet this need.

Update
The Industry Sector Grant Request for Proposals was released on July 15, two weeks later than initially planned.  The extra time was needed to weigh the grant requirements and scoring criteria to ensure a worthy product. 

The original application deadline was Sept. 6.  On August 16, CWI formally requested an extension of the deadline.  Other potential applicants also expressed similar interest in an extension.  The Workforce Development Council’s Executive Committee approved the extension and extended the application deadline to Oct. 4.    Notification of the extension went out in a press release on August 26.  Numerous questions about the grant have been asked by potential applicants.  The Department of Labor has posted a Q&A document on its website in response to these questions.

Revised Timeline:
1. June 13 	RFP criteria approved by Workforce Development Council
1. July 15 	Release of RFP
1. Oct. 4	Deadline for RFP response
1. Nov. 1 	Announcement of Sector Grant Awards

Contact:	
		Jenny Hemly 		(208) 332-3570 x 3480
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Susan Simmons	(208) 332-3570 x 3361
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