WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes – February 12, 2013

Welcome

Council Chair Tim Komberec called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. and welcomed everyone.  

Roll call showed the following: 
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Tim Komberec, Chair  
B.J. Swanson, Vice Chair (absent) 
Roger Madsen, Director, Department of Labor (absent)
Tony Fernandez, Region II 
Linda Clark, Region III  
Jerry Beck, Region IV  
Mike Nelson, Region V  
Jan Nielsen, Region VI 
Rian Van Leuven, Labor Representative  

Agenda

Chair Komberec asked if there are changes or discussion to the minutes of the October 25, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting.

Chair Komberec accepted a motion by Mike Nelson, seconded by Tony Fernandez to accept the minutes; with no objections, the minutes were approved unanimously. 

With no additions to the Executive Committee agenda, Chair Komberec asked Dwight Johnson, Idaho Department of Labor to review the consent agenda for the March 13th council meeting.

Dwight explained that the consent agenda includes the following: 
· Eligible Trainer Provider List (Transmittal #1)
· Transfer of WIA Funds (Transmittal #2)

Dwight explained that Transmittal #1 allows the attached list of providers to be added to the Eligible Training Provider List.  Dwight reminded the committee that being on the list does not mean the council endorses the training provider or that a particular training provider has been recommended to our participants.

Chair Komberec accepted a motion by Tony Fernandez, seconded by Mike Nelson to accept Transmittal #1; with no objections, Transmittal #1 was approved unanimously. 

Jerry Beck expressed concern that training providers are advertising that they are on the Eligible Training Provider list which gives a false sense of approval by the state.  Allison McClintick, State Board of Education staff said she would discuss this concern with Mike Rush and the board. Dwight said he would work with Allison to try to develop a response to address this concern.

Dwight explained that Transmittal #2 relates to the transfer of funds between Adult and Dislocated Worker Programs. Under the Workforce Investment Act Idaho receives separate funding for administration of both the Adult and the Dislocated Work programs.  Due to Congress’ WIA Program Year funding methodology, states are prorated their annual allotments in two different portions. The first portion covers each program’s operations from July through the end of September, with the balance of funds available from October through June. The first allotment states receive is very small in comparison to the second.  For the past program year states received only 7.6 percent of their annual allotment in the first portion of program funding which has created a cash flow problem for the department.

Because many training programs begin during the first quarter of the program year when the fall semester starts, we have obligated and expended almost 30 percent of the annual PY12 Adult funding in this quarter alone. 

In the past we have had three different options to address a cost differential: 1) Use carry-in funds from the previous year, 2) Use the Governor’s reserve funds or, 3) Ask the Governor to authorize a transfer of funds between the two programs up to 30 percent. 
 
The recent Congressional action reducing the Governor’s reserve fund from 15 to 5 percent per year has substantially reduced that source as well as reduced carry-in funds from the previous year, which limits the availability of using the first two options mentioned above. Therefore, the department is requesting that the Workforce Development Council recommend that the Governor approve a transfer of $391,676 in Dislocated Worker program funds to the Adult program to address its current cash shortfall.

The staff recommends to the council:
1) Approve a new policy to allow the council to approve funding  transfers up to 30% of a program year’s allocation between the Adult and Dislocated Worker programs as permitted under current federal budget legislation; 
2) Request an immediate transfer of up to 30% of FY/1st quarter PY 2012 Dislocated Worker program funds to Adult program funds for the Governor’s approval; and
3) Request a transfer of up to 30 % of PY 2012 Adult program funds to Dislocated Worker program funds for the Governor’s approval following the distribution of the October WIA allocation from the U.S. Department of Labor. 

Dwight said discussion with the Governor’s office on this issue has occurred and they are supportive of this transaction.  But the committee’s approval is needed in order to make the request to the Governor and because of budget deadlines the transfer of funds is necessary by the end of the week.  Therefore, approval is needed by the executive committee.

In response to questions by the committee, Rico Barrera, Idaho Department of Labor explained that the Adult Program has had more expenses, enrollments and less carry-in this year than has the Dislocated Worker Program.

Chair Komberec accepted a motion by Jan Nielsen, seconded by Linda Clark to accept Transmittal #2; with no objections, Transmittal #2 was approved unanimously. 

Chair Komberec invited Dwight Johnson to discuss the draft agenda for the March 13th council meeting. Dwight explained the draft agenda items with the addition of an AFL-CIO update presentation by Rian Van Leuven.  

Chairman Komberec requested that Representative Henderson be notified of the council meeting because of his interest and concern with the Workforce Development Training Fund.  Dwight said he would notify Representative Henderson and his concerns would be addressed during the discussion of Transmittal #5.

Chair Komberec accepted a motion by Jerry Beck, seconded by Tony Fernandez to accept the draft agenda with the modifications; with no objections, the draft agenda was approved unanimously. 

Chair Komberec invited Dwight Johnson to discuss the draft agenda for the Educational Attainment Taskforce meeting.  Dwight explained the draft agenda items for the meeting to be held a day before the council meeting on March 12th.

Chair Komberec accepted a motion by Linda Clark, seconded by Mike Nelson to accept the draft agenda; with no objections, the draft agenda for the Educational Attainment Task Force was approved unanimously. 

Chair Komberec asked Dwight Johnson to provide an update on the Council’s Liaison Group with local workforce and economic development groups.  Dwight said that the first meeting of the Liaison Group (about 30 individuals) is scheduled for Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at 10 a.m. for a conference call.  Dwight explained the agenda would review the purpose of the liaison group, review the agendas for the council and task force meetings, and to ask for input on issues for an upcoming task force.

Chair Komberec suggested that it would be helpful for planning purposes if the quarterly council meetings are scheduled at the beginning of the year with the following dates proposed:
· Thursday, June 13
· Thursday, September 5
· Thursday, December 5

With the Executive Committee’s support these dates will be presented for consideration at the Workforce Development Council in March.  Dwight stated that once these council meeting dates are confirmed, the executive committee meeting dates will be established for the entire year.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Linda Clark asked about the Educational Attainment Task Force meeting dates for the coming year.  Dwight said that hopefully at the March 12th Task Force meeting the subcommittee recommendations would be discussed and finalized. The Task Force would then communicate their recommendations at the council meeting on March 13th where they would be finalized. A final report would be made and the Educational Attainment Task Force would basically conclude their business. Linda stated that she was pleased with this approach and was glad the Task Force would be concluding its work in a prompt manner.

Chair Komberec announced that with no objections, the executive committee meeting is adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.



Guest Attendance:

Rico Barrera
Dwight Johnson
Pat Nelson
Allison McClintick 
Vera McCrink
Randy Shroll

