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Focus on the Future 

• Workplace Readiness Skills 
• Program Standards 
• Increase Access 
• Digital Badge System 
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Workplace Readiness 
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• Often considered as the skills most 
critical to workplace success. 

 
• The foundation of PTE programs in high 

schools and technical colleges 
 

 



Personal Qualities and People Skills 

• Positive work ethic 
 

• Teamwork 
 

• Creativity and resourcefulness 
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Professional Knowledge and Skills 

• Critical thinking and problem solving 
 

• Organizations, systems, and climates 
 

• Time, task, and resource management 
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Technical Knowledge and Skills 

• Job-specific technologies 
 

• Information technology 
 

• Internet use and security 
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Program Standards 

• Program Standards Teams—industry, 
postsecondary, and secondary 
representatives example.xlsx  

 

• Criticality Surveys Welding Survey Results.xls 

• Develop Assessment Blueprint 
• Identify or develop a state secondary 

technical skill assessment aligned to 
the critical standards 
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• Valid—aligned to and 
accurately measures the 
industry standards it is 
supposed to measure 
 

• Reliable—consistent 
measurement and scoring of 
each assessment given 

Technical Skill Assessment 
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• Commonality in Programs 
• Technical Certificates in High School 
• Badges 
 

Access 

10 



• Create a common first semester for 
all programs 

 
• Create opportunities for high school 

students to earn postsecondary 
credit 
 

• Create opportunities for high school 
students to earn an industry and a 
postsecondary credential  

  

Welding 
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Digital Badge System 
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Real skills. Real careers. 
Real world. 
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