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TRANSMITTAL #4
MEMORANDUM

January 8, 2015
TO:

State Youth Council



Workforce Development Council

FROM:
Susan Simmons, Deputy Director

SUBJECT:
Continuation of State Youth Council under WIOA

ACTION REQUESTED:
Recommend the continuation/discontinuation of the state Youth Council once WIOA is implemented

BACKGROUND:

The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) requires states to have an active youth council as part of its youth service delivery process.  The youth council is a feature of the workforce investment system that helps develop youth employment and training policy, brings a youth development perspective to the establishment of that policy, establishes linkages with other local youth services organizations, and takes into account a range of issues that can have an impact on the success of youth in the labor market. 
The youth council recommends youth providers and helps provide direction of the youth program to the state Workforce Development Council.

With the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), youth councils are no longer required to be established by states.  However, several of the tasks currently undertaken by a youth council are recommended they be addressed, under WIOA, by a “standing” youth committee.  A youth standing committee could address some of the same tasks and activities seen as critical to the establishment of a quality youth service delivery process.

The state’s current youth council assists with reviewing the state’s youth RFP process for procuring WIA youth service providers.  In addition, it also provides direction in establishing the WIA program’s youth service design. 

Under WIOA, the youth council, functioning under the designation of a standing committee, could continue to serve the same function it did under WIA.  The RFP process would need to convene several representatives from throughout the state, similar to youth council’s constitution, to address this need.  The same could be said of the development of the state’s new youth service design under WIOA. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  The Youth Council recommend to the state Workforce Development Council that it continue/discontinue its role in the workforce development system as it addresses the needs of delivery services to program eligible youth throughout the state. 

Contacts:
Primary: 
Rico Barrera

(208) 332-3570, ext. 3316



Secondary:  
Marsha Wright

(208) 332-3570, ext. 3696 
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