
Population 

 Owyhee County is the second largest of Idaho’s 44 
counties by land area. It has one of the lowest popula-
tion densities in the state, and more than three-quarters 
of the land is federally owned. Owyhee’s population in-
creased 3 percent from 2005 to 2015 to 11,310. Popu-
lation grew relatively quickly leading up to the recession, 
but has leveled off and even fell slightly since 2008. 
Due to the large federal land holdings and the fairly re-
mote locations of this largely agricultural county, popula-
tion growth has been slower than in most surrounding 
areas. Most residents live along the northern edge of 
the county. 
 Homedale, the largest city in the county, has a popu-
lation of 2,565 in 2015. Marsing, another major city, 
population is 1,287. 

Labor Force & Employment 
  The average annual unemployment rate is 4.6 per-
cent, dropping 2.7 percentage points from the 2007 
rate of 1.9 percent, a record low. The county maintains 
one of the state’s lowest unemployment rates month 
to month, primarily due to its high concentration of em-
ployment in government and agriculture that remain 
relatively stable over time.   
 The labor force has fluctuated throughout the dec-
ade reaching its lowest level, 4,328, in 2009. In 2015 
the labor force reached a record high with increases in 
both unemployment and employment.     
 Government makes up the largest portion—37 per-
cent—of nonfarm employment, but agriculture makes 
up almost 40 percent of the county’s covered employ-
ment.  
 Overall, covered employment increased slightly in 

2015, adding 110 jobs from 2014. The biggest gain 
occurred in the agricultural sector from 2014. Over the 
decade the largest increases were in agriculture,  lei-
sure and hospitality and trade, transportation and 
warehousing. Significant job losses occurred in con-
traction. The largest decrease was in construction. 
Over the decade, the number of covered jobs in-
creased 464.  
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Per Capita Income/Covered Employment  
     Owyhee County ranked 34th in per capita income up 
from 40th in 2013 with $31,741 in 2014. Even with an 
increase of over $2,700 the county was still nearly 
$5,000 below state per capita income and just over 
$14,300 off the national number. 
     Covered wages experienced a slight decrease from 
2014, down $580. The good news was tht they have 
increase 27.5 percent, $6,808, in the last 10 years.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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