
Population         
 Lewis County’s population grew 3.4 percent from 
3,665 in 2008 to 3,789 in 2015 while U.S. population 
grew 8.8 percent and Idaho’s population grew 15.9 
percent. However, the population decreased slightly, 
0.9 percent, from 2014. 
        Declining job opportunities in natural resource-
based industries caused some young families to move 
out. This exodus was offset by the influx of retirees 
looking for rural charm, safety, scenic beauty and 
hunting and fishing opportunities. Parts of Lewis Coun-
ty are bedroom communities for Lewiston.  
       The 2015 populations of the county’s incorporated 
cites were 1,273 in Kamiah, 493 in Craigmont, 468 in 
Nezperce, 339 in Winchester and 71 in Reubens. Nex-
perce was the only city that gained population 2015. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 Lewis County remains heavily dependent on natural 
resource, especially agriculture and forest products. Farm 
income is a major factor in the spending power of county 
residents. High prices for wheat, cattle and other com-
modities boosted the local economy a few year ago, but 
now falling prices for wheat and cattle are reducing farm 
incomes and therefore spending by farmers. 
 Over time the forest products industry has lost jobs, 
but it remains a major source of employment in several 
communities. In May 2016, the Blue North Forest Prod-
ucts mill Kamiah, closed, putting 66 people out of work. 
Today, 120 people work at sawmills and another 70 work 
in the logging industry.  
      About 80 people work for other manufacturers. The 

largest is Hillco Technologies, a Nezperce company mak-
ing equipment to keep farm combines level.   
 The county’s tourism industry remains small. Public 
lands including Winchester State Park provide recreation-
al opportunities, which help attract tourists and potential 
residents. 
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Economic Development 
    Ida-Lew Economic Development Council is a non-
profit organization recruiting new businesses, assisting 
existing businesses, promoting infrastructure invest-
ment to sustain long-term economic growth and 
strengthening and diversifying the economies of Lewis 
and Idaho counties.  
     The Nez Perce Tribe also plays a major role in eco-
nomic and community development in parts of Lewis, 
Clearwater and Nez Perce counties. 

*Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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