
Population 
 Latah County’s population grew 7.8 percent from 
35,958 in 2005 to 38,778 in 2015, while the U.S. 
population grew 8.8 pecent Idaho’s grew 15.9 
percent.  
 Because of students at the University of Idaho, a 
26 percent of the county’s population is 20 to 29 
years old while 14 percent of the U.S. population is. 
Applications for driver's licenses show 8 percent of 
people who move to the county come from foreign 
countries.  
 Moscow, the county seat, had a population of 
25,060 in 2015. The populations of other cities were 
955 in Genesee, 880 in Troy, 805 in Potlatch, 578 in 
Juliettea, 508 in Deary, 298 in Kendrick, 253 in Bovill 
and 189 in Onaway. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 The University of Idaho in Moscow provides a fourth 
of the county’s jobs.  
 Manufacturing, retail stores, construction and health 
services were the source of many new jobs in the three 
years prior to the recession.  Construction fell sharply  
from the peaks it reached in 2007 and has remained low.  
Retail jobs also declined. About 220 jobs were regained 
when the Moscow Walmart reopened in 2012. Retail 
stores and services benefited from enrollment growth at 
both the University of Idaho and Washington State Univer-
sity eight miles away with an enrollment above 21,000. 
Many county residents work at fast-growing Schweitzer 
Engineering Laboratories in Pullman. 
 Manufacturing jobs, especially at lumber mills, fell 
sharply after the recession began in 2007.  Most of those 

jobs have returned. Manufacturing and professional ser-
vices are expected to grow in the next few years. Growing 
emphasis by the university on transferring technology 
developed in its laboratories to commercial applications 
should bolster employment. 
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Economic Development 
 The number of private-owned business has de-
clined in the last 10 years from 990 in 2005 to 947 in 
2015. The decreased result in a loss of 311 jobs.The 
largest decline in employers were in trade, utilities & 
transportation (-39) and construction (26). The num-
ber of employee Latah County added new businesses 
at a fair pace during the last 10 years. 
 The Latah Economic Development Council creat-
ed the Alturas Technology Park with the University of 
Idaho and the city of Moscow to foster technology 
based businesses interested in locating near the uni-
versity.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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