
Population 

 The population in Gem County steadily increased 
through 2008 before declining slightly as the reces-
sion took hold. Since 2010, the population has stayed 
relatively level, fluctuating slightly from year to year. 
From 2005 to 2015, the population increased 3.3 
percent, or 548. As growth in the neighboring popula-
tion centers of Ada and Canyon counties slowed dur-
ing the recession, the overflow into Gem County de-
clined. People had been moving to the county to es-
cape the crowds and congestion and enjoy a more 
rural lifestyle than the nearby metropolitan areas pro-
vided. Now that population in the major counties has 
picked up, the population in Gem County has begun 
to grow again. 

ment over the past decade with 337. Government, in-
cluding public schools, posted the next highest ten-
year gain with 60 jobs.  
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Labor Force & Employment 
  

       After experiencing unemployment rates under 4 
percent during 2006 and 2007, Gem County’s unem-
ployment rate more than tripled to 11.7 percent in 
2009. Since then, the rate declined more than 6.5 
points to 5.1 percent in 2015. In this same time, the 
county experienced a labor force growth of 10 percent, 
mostly occurring between 2013 and 2014.  
       Total covered jobs increased by 282 from 2014 to 
2015. The largest gain was in the education and 
health services sector, which added 109 jobs. The edu-
cation and health services sector is also the industry 
sector with the largest increases to covered employ-



Per Capita Income & Employment 
      Gem County’s per capita income rose $987 in 2014. 
But other counties in the state had showed similar improve-
ment, and the county ranked at 36th out of 44 counties, up 
one from 2013.   
      Government, including public schools, makes up the 
majority of Gem County’s employment with 26 percent in 
2014. Trade, utilities and transportation along with educa-
tion and health services sector follow with 39 percent of 
total nonfarm between them. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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