
Population 

 Clark County is the least populated county in the 
state with less than one person per square mile. In 2000, 
population peaked at just over one thousand, but has 
since struggled to maintain that level. After falling to be-
low 900 people in 2003 the county began to see moder-
ate population growth. From 2003 to 2008 the county’s 
population increased to 980, growing 6 percent in five 
years.  
 Population in the county began to fall towards the 
end of 2009 after Idahoan Foods closed down a potato 
processing plant. The plant was the county’s largest em-
ployer and had supported 128 jobs—roughly 23 percent 
of the county’s workforce. In 2015, the county’s popula-
tion was 880.   

Labor Force & Employment  
 With a small labor force and population, unemploy-
ment rates can fluctuate significantly. The 2015 unem-
ployment rate at 3.6 percent remained below state and 
national levels. Unemployment in the agriculturally de-
pendent county spiked from 2001 to 2005 because of 
water shortages. The county experienced a steady decline 
in its labor force from 1998 to 2002 before it began slow-
ly rebounding. The population is aging as younger people 
are drawn away by urban education and employment.  
 Farming is the largest industry. Over 66 percent of 
the land is owned by the federal government and another 
7 percent by the state. The majority is considered range-
land, and sheep are a major commodity.   The U.S Depart-
ment of Agriculture operates a research faculty, which 
studies and develops new breeds of sheep. Among the 
other industrial sectors, government provides the most 
jobs at 46 percent. Trade, transportation and utilities  is 
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the second largest sector, employing 23 percent of work-
ers. Efforts by economic development and county offi-
cials are underway to develop an energy park within the 
county.  
 The county is located on the Montana border and in-
cludes part of the Continental Divide. The city of Dubois 
is virtually the last place of refuge when winter storms in-
termittently cause closure of Interstate 15.        
  
 



* Wage data includes nine counties of eastern Idaho. 
Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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Covered Employment & Wages 
 Covered employment decreased 17 percent 2005 
and 2015. Average wages increased $13,893, or 54 
percent, during the decade. Between 2014 and 2015 
wages decreased in only the government sector. Finan-
cial Activities saw the largest wage growth at 25 per-
cent. The closure of the potato processing plant has 
had a dramatic impact on the county’s employment and 
wages. It should be noted that these wages are counted 
where the job is located.   
Covered employment includes jobs subject to state and federal un-
employment insurance laws. These laws apply to approximately 92 
percent of Idaho’s employees.  


