
Population 
 Butte County has seen its population fall over the 
last decade, dropping over 300 between 2005 and 
2015 to 2,501. Difficulty keeping young people after 
high school graduation has contributed to the stagnant 
population. Still, the county is committed to economic 
development and a long-range plan for stability. It is fo-
cusing on tourists traveling through to destinations like 
Craters of the Moon National Monument and Sun Valley. 
The Idaho National Laboratory is located about 12 miles 
from Arco, the county seat. The majority of the 7,000 or 
more employees located at the laboratory work in the 
county but live elsewhere and commute by mass transit, 
making it a challenge for the county to see much eco-
nomic gain from the laboratory. Arco, the largest city in 
the county, had a 2015 population of 857. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 With a smaller population and labor force, the unem-
ployment rate in Butte County fluctuates. In 2007 the 
county’s unemployment fell to 2.5 percent. As the reces-
sion took hold in 2008, however, the rate nearly doubled 
to 4.3 percent and continued to clime, peaking at 8.2 per-
cent in 2012. Despite fluctuations, the county’s unem-
ployment rate has remained below the national average 
for most of the last decade. In 2015 the rate fell to 4.4 
percent.  
 The majority of the county’s jobs are in professional 
and business services, which are mostly located at the 
federal laboratory. Government is a stable employer that 
includes small offices of several federal agencies along 
with county and school workers. The incubation center in 
Arco and the Lost River Economic Development group 
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continue to focus on and assist with business develop-
ment and attraction.  Tourism is also an important eco-
nomic factor because of the Craters of the Moon National 
Monument.  
 In 2014 the U.S. Census Bureau announced that 
Butte County is officially part of the Idaho Falls metropoli-
tan statistical area. This change is the result of a signifi-
cant number of workers commuting to Butte for work at 
the national laboratory. 
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* This wage data represents eastern Idaho’s nine counties. 
Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 

Covered Employment 
  
While Butte County benefits from one of the state’s larg-
est employers, the Idaho National Laboratory, most work-
ers at the lab live outside the county. For this county it is 
important to remember that employment and wage num-
bers are calculated by where the jobs occur. As such, the 
high wages at the laboratory artificially elevate the aver-
age wage in the county due to the fact that only a small 
percentage of the county’s residents actually work at the 
lab.   While the county’s average wage paid in 2014 was 
$82,394, per capita income was $34,119.  
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