
Population 
 Ada County is Idaho’s most populous with over 
434,000 residents. It is a regional center of government, 
industry and education. It is more than twice the size of 
neighboring Canyon County, the state’s second most popu-
lous. Ada County ranks 31st among the 44 counties in ar-
ea. It has grown rapidly, adding 85,000 residents since 
2005. Population increased rapidly in the years leading up 
to the recession. People from other states flocked to the 
county for its outdoor lifestyle and comparatively low real 
estate prices. While annual population growth has slowed 
since then, the county continues to grow more rapidly than 
the nation, growing 1.8 percent between 2014 and 2015.   

Labor Force & Employment  
  The Ada County labor force grew significantly between 2005 
and 2015, increasing by over 30,000. Ada County has more 
jobs than its labor force supports, requiring commuters from 
neighboring counties to fill them. During 2015, the unemploy-
ment rate continued to decline, dropping 0.6 points from 2014. 
The county consistently posts rates below the statewide aver-
age. 
 The county’s annual payroll continued to increase in 2015, 
adding 6,400 covered jobs. Four sectors made up nearly 70 
percent of the growth. The largest growth was in trade, utilities 
& transportation sector which added 1,717 jobs. This was fol-
lowed by 1,130 jobs education and health care and 755 jobs in 
leisure and hospitality. Government, including public education, 
was fourth with 680 additional jobs. 
 Over the decade, the county has increased payrolls by over 
19,147. That is impressive considering this time frame includ-
ed the worst recession in recent memory. Construction and 
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manufacturing lost over 7,000 jobs between 2005 and 2015.  
These sectors made up 18 percent of the covered employment 
in 2005 but comprise only 13 percent now. 
 Despite the recession, education and health care posted a 
gain of over 10,800 jobs since 2005. This sector was followed 
by trade, utilities and transportation  with over 6,100 new jobs. 
Leisure and hospitality added almost 4,800 jobs over the dec-
ade, while Government saw a growth of over 3,000 jobs. 



Per Capita Income & Wages 
   Ada County ranked 3rd among the 44 counties in per capi-
ta income with $43,738 in 2014, an increase of $1,331 
from 2013. That was still 19 percent higher than statewide 
per capita income but 5 percent, or $2,311, less than na-
tional per capita income.  
 In 2015, six sectors paid more than the average wage of 
$45,210. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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