
Population 

 Washington County ranks 29th in area among 
Idaho’s 44 counties. Its population began to de-
cline in 1999 as some residents left to seek jobs in 
more diversified economies. But after the 2001 
recession, the population began growing consist-
ently, albeit slowly, into 2010. Since then the popu-
lation began  to decline again. In 2014, the county 
saw the first population increase since 2010, gain-
ing 67. This year, the county continues to lose pop-
ulation again, losing 24 people over 2015. 

   Labor Force & Employment 
  With the exception of 2009, when it gained 276 
people, Washington County’s labor force has either 
declined or remained roughly stable over the past 
decade. Between 2014 and 2015, the labor force 
declined by 30 people to 4,562.  The county’s unem-
ployment rate continued to decline from its peak in 
2010 to 5.8 percent in 2014.  
 Washington County gained 17 covered jobs in 
2015, driven by the private education and health ser-
vices and information sectors. Almost all sectors 
gained at least a few jobs over the year. The only los-
ing sectors were Agriculture, Trade, Transportation 
and Utilities, and Other Services. 
 For the decade though, the county is down 115 covered jobs. Manufacturing led the way, losing 88 

jobs. Construction and Trade, Transportation and 
Utilities lost 46 jobs each. Over the decade, Agricul-
ture and private education and health services were 
the top job gainers. 
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
 Washington County reported an increase of near-
ly $300 in its per capita income in 2014, bringing its 
ranking to 22nd among the 44 counties.  
 Government, including public education, contin-
ued to make up the largest portion of nonfarm em-
ployment with 29 percent. Manufacturing was next   
with 21 percent followed by trade, utilities and trans-
portation at 17 percent.  

This county is served by the office listed below: 
Idaho Department of Labor 
501 N. 16th St., Suite 107 
Payette, ID 83661-0179  Ph: (208) 642-9361 

*Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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