
Population 
 Power County’s population was relatively stable 
through the 2000s. Between 2000 and 2010 the coun-
ty’s population grew by 4.9 percent to 7,851. The popu-
lation in recent years has declined. 
 Natural growth and in-migration raised the popula-
tion early in the decade. The loss of manufacturing jobs 
midway through forced people to look for work else-
where. The population in 2015 was estimated to be 
7,648. American Falls, the largest city in the county had 
a population of 4,321. 
 The American Falls Reservoir, the largest on the 
Snake River, is one of the best boating and fishing 
lakes in the state. It also provides storage for irrigation 
and hydropower generation. The original American 
Falls, below the dam, adds stunning scenery to the 
county’s lush and fertile farm land. 

4.9 percent. The rate fell in 2015 further, with 4.6 per-
cent unemployed. 
 Employment dropped in Power County from 3,617 in 
2005 to a low of 3,177 in 2009. However, the level has 
remained fairly constant since 2012. Nearly all the loss 
was in manufacturing with the shutdown of the Astaris 
phosphate plant at the end of 2001. 
 In the recession, only two industries showed signifi-
cant employment growth over the decade — agriculture 
and other services.  
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Labor Force & Employment  
 
 A diverse, skilled work force with an excellent work 
history is heavily dependent on agriculture and related 
manufacturing. National and regional economic fluctua-
tions in agriculture kept unemployment high throughout 
the decade. The lowest rate at 4.0 percent came in 2007. 
 With agriculture and related manufacturing providing 
most of the county’s employment, diversification is need-
ed for future growth. The many marinas and beaches, 
excellent trout fishing and wind and water conditions 
draw tourists to American Falls. 
 The labor force changed little between 2000 and 
2010. Because of seasonal layoffs in food processing, 
the county unemployment rate jumped to 8.1 percent in 
2009, up 2.8 percentage points, reached a record high in 
2010 at 9.2 percent and then began a downward trend in 
2011. In 2014 the rate dropped 1.7 percentage points to 



Industry Employment & Wages  
 Even though the number of manufacturing jobs de-
creased between 2000 to 2015, the industry still pro-
vides 29 percent of covered employment and pays Power 
County's second highest wages.  
 Agriculture accounts for 22 percent. Government has 
18.4 percent  of the jobs with many in public education. 
 The average covered wage of $39,309 ranks well 
among all Idaho counties, influenced by the large per-
centage of workers in manufacturing, where the average 
wage is $52,851.  However, the county’s per capita in-
come ranks 27th in the state. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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