
Population 
  
Payette County is Idaho’s smallest county by area. 
The county’s population rose  by over 1,500 dur-
ing the pre-recession years, peaking in 2009 with 
22,665. Rather than decline from this peak, like 
many counties in southwest Idaho, Payette Coun-
ty has leveled off, gaining or losing only a few resi-
dents each year. In 2015, the county had 22,896 
residents, up 76 from 2014. 
 
The 2015 population of Payette County’s three 
major cities was: Payette—7,380, Fruitland—
5,087 and New Plymouth—1,503. 
 

 

Labor Force & Employment 
        
Payette County’s labor force has experienced ups 
and downs over the past decade, but has generally 
experienced slow growth, adding 746 people over 
the past ten years. The unemployment rate in the 
county has dropped 5.0 percentage points, from a 
high of 9.9 percent in 2009 to 4.9 percent in 2015. 
The last time the rate was lower was in 2007. 
  
Covered employment increased by 77 jobs between 
2014 and 2015. Professional and business services 
led the led the charge, adding 171 jobs. Job losses 
occurred in manufacturing, information and govern-
ment.  

Wage growth between 2014 and 2015 has been a 
mixed bag. Professional and business services and  
trade, utilities and transportation have led the 
gains with increases for over $3,000, but was off-
set by large decline in information, $2,627. Over-
all, there has been a $1,697 increase in average 
wages from 2014. 
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Per Capita Income and Covered Employment 
  
Payette County's per capita income increased by  
$1,200 in 2014 to $33,802. The increase moved 
the county’s ranking up from 26th to 23rd among 
Idaho’s 44 counties.  
 
Manufacturing and government make up the lions 
share of nonfarm jobs with 21 percent a piece. 
Trade, utilities and transportation follow with 17 
percent of the total.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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