
Population 
 Nez Perce County's population grew 5.2 percent 
from 38,071 in 2005 to 40,048 in 2015 while the 
U.S. population grew 8.8 percent and Idaho’s popula-
tion grew 15.9 percent. Slow job growth reduced mi-
gration into the county while an aging population re-
duced the birth rate.  
  Nez Perce is closely tied to Asotin County, Wash-
ington. Many Asotin County residents, especially Clark-
ston residents, work in Lewiston. Asotin County grew 4 
percent from 21,178 in 2005 to 22,105 in 2015. 
 The Nez Perce County seat, Lewiston, had a 2015 
population of 32,544. The population in Lapwai was 
1,147, in Culdesac 377 and in Peck 201. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 Nez Perce County is a regional hub for retail, health 
care, media, government and transportation.  Lewiston 
has the largest of the two airports offering regular 
passenger service in north central Idaho.  It also is 
Idaho’s only seaport. Barges regularly travel the Snake 
and Columbia rivers from Lewiston to the ocean. Asotin, 
Clearwater, Columbia, Idaho and Lewis counties rely on 
the Lewiston area for goods and services unavailable 
locally. In addition, many residents of neighboring 
counties work in the Lewiston area.    
 Lewiston is home to Lewis-Clark State College, a 
four-year school also offering professional-technical 
training programs. Its enrollment hovers around 4,600. 
Nez Perce County’s largest employer is Clearwater 
Paper Inc., whose 1,350 employees make tissue and 
paperboard. The Vista Outdoors bullet plants in 
Lewiston employ over 1,100 people. St. Joseph's 
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Regional Medical Center, the heart of Lewiston’s bustling 
medical community, employs about 1,000 while  the 
Cambria Health (Regence BlueShield) center in Lewiston 
employs about 450 and Lewis-Clark State College employs 
over 700.  The Nez Perce Tribe employs 500 at its Lapwai 
headquarters and another 250 at its casino resort near 
Lewiston.   
 The county has experienced exceptional growth in 
manufacturing. Big boosts included the 2012 opening of 
the  Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories plant in 
Lewiston, employing 250, and the opening of Howell 
Munition’s ammunition manufacturing  added 400 jobs. 



Economic Development 
 Valley Vision is a nonprofit organization fostering 
the economic development of the Lewis-Clark Valley.  
Valley Vision concentrates its recruiting efforts on pro-
jects that contribute to economic diversification and 
increased household earnings.  
 Another major player is the 3,600-member Nez 
Perce Tribe, headquartered in Lapwai. The tribe also 
plays a role in development of Clearwater, Idaho and 
Lewis counties. 

This county is served by the office listed below: 
Idaho Department of Labor 
1158 Idaho St. 
Lewiston, ID 83501  Ph: (208) 799-5000 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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