
Labor Force & Employment  
 Jefferson County’s unemployment rate remained com-
paratively low between 2005 and 2015 and stayed below 
the state and national rates during the last decade. The 
2015 unemployment rate was 3.4 percent. Many residents 
commute to Madison or Bonneville counties, where the 
growing job market has been substantial. The labor force 
grew 1,846, over 17 percent, during the decade. Employ-
ment also grew 17percent over the decade.   
 U.S. Highway 20 is a gateway for tourists heading to 
Island Park and Yellowstone National Park, and the county 
wants to take advantage of that traffic. The Riot Zone, 
which features recreational activities for the whole family, 
is situated next to Rigby Lake, which offers picnic sites, day 
use and swimming. U.S. Highway 26 also attracts tourists 
traveling to the Targhee National Forest, various ski resorts 
and Jackson Hole, Wyo. 
 Government, trade, manufacturing and construction 
are the largest industries with government and trade 

providing nearly two-thirds of the jobs. The Department of 
Transportation, local officials and several school districts 
account for government jobs while two of the area’s large 
potato fresh-pack plants employ many in wholesale trade. 
Most of the manufacturing jobs are at the two large potato 
processing plants, Idahoan Foods and Idaho Pacific. Grain, 
corn and potatoes are produced in the county. Manufactur-
ing and trade account for roughly 36 percent covered em-
ployment in the county.  
 Perhaps the county’s biggest claim to fame is the city 
of Rigby, which is the home of the inventor of television, 
Philo Farnsworth. 

Population 
 Since 2005 Jefferson County’s population has 
steadily increased each year to 27,157 in 2015. Be-
tween 2005 and 2015 Jefferson County was the third 
fastest growing county in the state, growing over 25 per-
cent over the decade. The county is part of the Idaho 
Falls Metropolitan Statistical Area and sits between the 
high-growth counties of Bonneville and Madison, which 
affects Jefferson since it gets their overflow.  
 Jefferson County’s largest city is Rigby with a popu-
lation of 4,029 in 2015. 
 Many new residential subdivisions and commercial 
developments have been added, and the county is try-
ing to stay abreast of infrastructure issues. Many busi-
nesses have expanded to meet the needs of this grow-
ing county. 
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Covered Employers 
 Jefferson County’s covered employment increased 
9.4 percent from 2005 to 2015. Total employment 
increased between 2014 and 2015 led by gains in 
education and health services. Information and other 
services have shown significant growth percentage 
wise percent over the decade, 139 percent and 86 
percent, respectively. Commercial and residential de-
velopments slowed due to struggling housing markets 
and the credit crisis resulting a job loss in construc-
tion. The average annual wage increased 33.7 percent 
over the decade.   
 

Covered employment includes jobs subject to state and federal 
unemployment insurance laws. These laws apply to approximately 

This county is served by the office listed below: 
Idaho Department of Labor 
1515 E. Lincoln Road 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401  Ph: (208) 557-2500 

* Wages are from the Idaho Falls MSA. Additional wage date 
data can be found on the Idaho Department of Labor website 
at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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