
Population 
   

 Valley experienced robust population growth from 
2002 through 2008, largely fueled by amenity migra-
tion into the McCall area and real estate speculation 
around Tamarack Resort. Wealthy investors and sec-
ond-home owners were lured by the resort, inflating 
land prices. With the economy slowing in 2008 and 
Tamarack’s well publicized financial problems, land 
prices fell and population growth ebbed in 2009. The 
decline in population continued through 2012 to 
9,511. Since then, the county has seen the popula-
tion rebound slightly, adding 65 people in 2013,  228 
in 2014, and 299 in 2015, a 3 percent increase over 
the previous year. The county now has 10,103 peo-
ple, 15 percent above its 2004 level.  

Labor Force & Employment  
  

 The labor force in Valley County experienced a 
slow decline since the recession, with only one year 
of growth through 2013. Since then, the labor force 
has grown modestly, adding 224 people from 2013 
to 2015.  
 From its high in 2010, the unemployment rate 
has fallen over 9 points to 6.1 percent in 2015. 
 Covered employment was up 203 jobs in 2015. 
The largest gains were in leisure and hospitality and 
private education and health services. The largest 
loss was in financial activities which declined by 26 
jobs. 
 Over the decade, construction, a sector that still 

has not recovered to pre-recession levels, posted the 
largest decline with 206 fewer jobs in 2015 than in 
2005. Trade, transportation and utilities and educa-
tion and health care, however, lead the county’s cov-
ered employment growth with almost 300 jobs com-
bined. 
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
 Valley County’s per capita income was once again 
above the state average after an increase of $1,000 in 
2014. The county, which had ranked third in per capita 
income for years, slipped during the recession. The 
area now ranks fifth, unchanged from 2013 but down 
one spot from 2012. 
 Valley County continues to be a premiere tourist 
destination. This leads to a strong leisure and hospita-
bly sector, which makes up 23 percent of the total 
nonfarm employment in the area, behind only govern-
ment, which includes public education, at 31 percent. * Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 

Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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