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Kootenai County has experienced exceptionally

strong population growth since the 1970s. From 2005 to

2015, its population grew 19.3 percent from 125,972 to

150,000

150,346 while Idaho's population grew 15.6 percent and 140,000 ¥
the U.S. population grew 8.8 percent. The county’s spec- |
tacular scenery, outdoor recreational opportunities, prox- 130,000

imity to urban amenities and high quality of life continue
to draw new residents. Strong population growth shapes
many aspects of its economy. 110,000
The county seat, Coeur d'Alene, had a population of
49,122 in 2015. The populations of the larger cities in- 100,000 i i -
clude 30,453 in Post Falls, 14,133 in Hayden and 7,538 656,000 l —
in Rathdrum. The county is closely tied to neighboring 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Spokane County, Washinton, with a population of

490,945

120,000

Labor Force & Employment Unemployment Rates

During the last 25 years, the local economy grew at
an astounding rate on a diversifying manufacturing base,
expanded tourism and new call centers and other busi- 10.0 :’/A\“

ness services. Tourism and population growth fueled the 5 Y i
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construction boom and boosted retail, health care, ser- o _// \'\‘:&&
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vices and government jobs. . A g
The opening of the Coeur d'Alene Resort in 1987 4.0 —t:—::tw — g |

spurred tourism. The Silverwood theme park opened in

1988 and has continued to grow every year, hitting record =0

levels in 2015. In 1994, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe opened 0 e eS0T s HE G X A B S e

a casino in Worley. Today, the golf course, hotel, and re-

cently expanded casino employ nearly 1,580 people. [ —=— roctensi Couny —=— siate oricano  —+— umea sates |

Tourism employment peaked in 2007 at 9,050, hit bot-

tom at 7,800 in 2010 and is on the rebound—nearing facturing operations and four call centers to Kootenai County.

8,200 in 2012. Over 4,700 people work in the county’s manufacturing busi-
Also promoting economic diversification and growth nesses while over 1,400 people work at call centers. Koote-

during the last decade was the relocation of many manu-  Nai County’s low business costs, good business climate and
quality of life have attracted many new employers. In 2005,

Labor Force Oct 15 Oct 16 Buck Knives opened a manufacturing plant that employs ap-
Civilian Labor Force 72,378 73,0907| proximately 300, and US Bank opened a customer service
Totai Empioyment 68.846 69,830 center that employs nearly 600. Biotech lab ALK Abello and
Unemploved 3,532 3267 manufacturers Berg Industries and Burly Products moved
% of Labor Force Unemployed 49 45| from Spokane County to Kootenai County.
State of Idaho % Unemployed 40 38 Despite the recession, the county continues to lay the
U.S. % Unemployed 50 49| foundation for further economic growth.
Labor Force 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Civilian Labor Force 67177 68675 69434 70769 70972 68851 69294 68638 69351 70616 71.896
Unemployment 3027 2627 2327 4116 7167 7514 7032 6027 5000 4071 3582
% of Labor Force Unemployed 45 38 34 5.8 10.1 10.9 10.1 88 73 5.8 5.0
Employment 64151 66048 67,106 66653 63,805 61,337 62263 62610 64261 66,544 68,314
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Nonfarm Payroii Jobs for 2015
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Kootenai County’s growing population and economic
development provide many opportunities for business
creation. The number of private-sector employers in-
creased slightly in 2015 to 4,588, employing 45,703
workers.

Jobs Plus, the local economic development organiza-
tion, has recruited dozens of businesses over the last 20
years. Low business costs, a pleasant business climate,
low electricity and natural gas costs and an affordable
workforce are among the county’s attractions for new
businesses.

Hootenai Heaith (hospitai)

Coeur d'Alene Resart
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North Idaho Callege

Esteriine Advanced Input Systems {manufacturer}
U.S. Bank (inciuding customer service center]

Assembiers $8.7
Bookkeepers $10.00
Carpenters, Joumey-level $17.00
Cashiers $7.75
Clerks, General Office $9.25
Clerks, Retail Sales $8.00
Cooks, Restaurant $8.00
Customer Service Reps $9.50
janitors $8.75
Laborers. Generai $9.25
Msachiists $43.50
Nurses, Registered $i9.20
Secretaries, Generai $9.50
Truck Drivers, Heavy $13.20

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the
Idaho Department of Labor website at Imi.idaho.gov.

Covered Employment & Average Annual 2005 2014 2015
Wages Per Job for 2005, 2014 & 2015 Average Average Average Average Average Average
Employment Wages Employment Wages Employment Wages
Total Covered Wages 51,782 $28,208 54 878 $34,213 56,156 $35,312
Agriculture 482 $32.567 262 $37,787 267 $38.289
Mining 133 $58.502 111 $208,211 109  $174,900
Construction 5,260 $31,196 3612 $37,282 3,913 $38,579
Manufacturing 4,549 $34.140 4739 $40,906 4,800 $41.625
Trade, Utilities & Transportation 9,540 $27,467 10,707 $32,744 10,822 $34,317
Information 1.019 $35,454 534 554,920 545 $59.228
Financial Activities 2,581 $39.032 2,780 $44 832 2,828 $48,480
Professional and Business Services 5,981 $28,315 5,761 $34,109 5,575 $35,862
Educational and Health Services 5271 $27.566 7.035 $33,598 7,238 $34.091
Leisure and Hospitality 6,907 $12.878 7.857 $16,080 8.286 $16.,580
Other Services 1.171 $19.997 1,291 523,940 1.321 $24.854
Government 8,878 $32.840 10,189 $41.374 10.452 $42.,600
Per Capita Income 2006
Kootenai County $29,156 531243 $32376  $32.451 $31,702 $31,906 $33.483 $34.832 $35637  $36,656
State of Idaho $29.815 831945 $32952 §$32.854 931,392 §$32,050 $33.544 $34846 $35641 $36.734
United States $35.904 538144  $39.821 $41,082 §39,.376 $40.277 342453 $44.266 2 $44438 546,049
Informaion provided by Bitearut of Econontic Anah'sis
This county is served by the office listed below:
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