
Population 
 Kootenai County has experienced exceptionally 
strong population growth since the 1970s. From 2005 to 
2015, its population grew 19.3 percent from 125,972 to 
150,346 while Idaho's population grew 15.6 percent and 
the U.S. population grew 8.8 percent. The county’s spec-
tacular scenery, outdoor recreational opportunities, prox-
imity to urban amenities and high quality of life continue 
to draw new residents. Strong population growth shapes 
many aspects of its economy.  
 The county seat, Coeur d'Alene, had a population of 
49,122 in 2015. The populations of the larger cities in-
clude 30,453 in Post Falls, 14,133 in Hayden and 7,538 
in Rathdrum. The county is closely tied to neighboring 
Spokane County, Washinton, with a population of 
490,945 

Labor Force & Employment  
 During the last 25 years, the local economy grew at 
an astounding rate on a diversifying manufacturing base, 
expanded tourism and new call centers and other busi-
ness services. Tourism and population growth fueled the 
construction boom and boosted retail, health care, ser-
vices and government jobs.  
 The opening of the Coeur d'Alene Resort in 1987 
spurred tourism. The Silverwood theme park opened in 
1988 and has continued to grow every year, hitting record 
levels in 2015. In 1994, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe opened 
a casino in Worley. Today, the golf course, hotel, and re-
cently expanded casino employ nearly 1,580 people. 
Tourism employment peaked in 2007 at 9,050, hit bot-
tom at 7,800 in 2010 and is on the rebound—nearing 
8,200 in 2012.  
 Also promoting economic diversification and growth 
during the last decade was the relocation of many manu-

facturing operations and four call centers to Kootenai County. 
Over 4,700 people work in the county’s manufacturing busi-
nesses while over 1,400 people work at call centers. Koote-
nai County’s low business costs, good business climate and 
quality of life have attracted many new employers. In 2005, 
Buck Knives opened a manufacturing plant that employs ap-
proximately 300, and US Bank opened a customer service 
center that employs nearly 600. Biotech lab ALK Abello and 
manufacturers Berg Industries and Burly Products moved 
from Spokane County to Kootenai County. 
 Despite the recession, the county continues to lay the 
foundation for further economic growth. 
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Economic Development 
 Kootenai County’s growing population and economic 
development provide many opportunities for business 
creation. The number of private-sector employers in-
creased slightly in 2015 to 4,588, employing 45,703 
workers. 
 Jobs Plus, the local economic development organiza-
tion, has recruited dozens of businesses over the last 20 
years. Low business costs, a pleasant business climate, 
low electricity and natural gas costs and an affordable 
workforce are among the county’s attractions for new 
businesses.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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