
Population 

 Idaho County’s population rose 4.8 percent from 
15,522 in 2005 to 16,272 in 2015, while U.S. popula-
tion grew 8.9 percent and the state’s population grew 
15.9 percent.  
       Many of the county’s youth leave the area after 
high school, and are unable to return.  Most newcom-
ers to the county are retires from other parts of the 
Pacific Northwest and California, drawn by the scenic 
beauty, outdoor recreational opportunities and rural 
lifestyle.  
       The 2015 populations of Idaho County’s incorpo-
rated cities were 3,155 in Grangeville, 921 in Cotton-
wood, 606 in Kooskia, 418 in Riggins, 222 in Stites,  
161 in Ferdinand and 93 in White Bird. 

 

Labor Force & Employment  
 Idaho County's economy remains heavily dependent 
on natural resources — both forest products and agri-
culture. The U.S. Forest Service employs more than 300 
people. One in eight of the county’s private sector jobs 
is in logging or wood products manufacturing. Unfortu-
nately, the decline in U.S. housing starts depressed 
lumber prices, forcing local mills to reduce employment.  
The county lost more than 150 logging and mill jobs in 
2008 and 2010.  Most of those jobs have returned in 
the last three years.  Idaho Forest Group in Grangeville 
employs more than 160 people, as many as before the 
recession. 
 Other manufacturers continued to expand job oppor-
tunities.  Among the larger employers are Advanced 
Welding and Steel in Grangeville, Pacific Cabinets in 
Ferdinand, and Seubert Excavators in Cottonwood. 

 Although graced by mountains, forests and rivers, the 
county is just beginning to fully tap its tourism potential.  
Its lodging, restaurant, and tourist shops have become 
more sophisticated. 
 Some of the economic improvement since 2010 re-
sulted from a stabilizing lumber market and some from 
higher wheat, beef, and other commodity prices, which 
allowed farmers and ranchers to increase their spend-
ing.   
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Economic Development 
 The Ida-Lew Economic Development Council is the 
nonprofit organization that recruits new businesses, 
help existing businesses expand and otherwise 
strengthens and diversifies the economic base of Ida-
ho and Lewis counties. It promotes the area’s low 
costs of doing business, favorable business climate 
and quality of life. It also is working with local busi-
nesses and school districts to improve workforce train-
ing.  It also hosts the annual Warbird Weekend in July, 
showing off the economic assets of the Idaho County 
Airport in Grangeville. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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