
Population 
 Elmore County is Idaho’s sixth among the 44 
counties in land size. The county’s population has 
shown an ebb and flow over the last decade, and 
has ultimately shrunk by almost 2 percent since 
2005. The population peaked in 2010 at 27,118, 
then sharply declined to 26,217 the following year. 
This is a direct result of the U.S. government as-
signing or reassigning military wings at Mountain 
Home Air Force Base, which take with them hun-
dreds of airmen and their families when they are 
reassigned. Commuters heading to Boise are able 
to enjoy a more rural lifestyle while simultaneously 
maintaining a similar commute time to people living 
in Canyon County because traffic congestion is less.  

 Elmore County’s total covered jobs decreased   
slightly, 60, 2014 and was 39 jobs below 2005 to-
tals. Over the decade, educational and health ser-
vices and manufacturing have posted the largest 
gains, while government, construction and trade, 
utilities and transportation have lost over 650 jobs. 
A major reason for the decrease in the number of 
government jobs was a result of the Elmore Medical 
Center going form a county owned entity to the pri-
vate sector. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 Despite a fluctuating population, Elmore County’s 
civilian labor force has also fluctuated over the past 
decade but shows no increase between 2005 and 
2015. Employment increased by 400 in 2014 bringing 
both the labor force and employment to the highest 
level since 2010. Elmore County’s unemployment rate, 
however, more than doubled from its 2007 low point of 
3.9 percent. The rate hit 8.6 percent in 2010. 2011 
saw some improvement, dropping the rate to 8.3 per-
cent, and the trend has continued in to 2015 with a 
drop to 4.7 percent. The number of unemployed rapidly 
increased between 2007 to 2010 before leveling off in 
2011 and declining into 2015. Air base personnel are 
not part of the civilian labor force, but their spouses 
can be if working or searching for a job. 
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
 Elmore County ranks 21st in per capita income among the 44 
counties, up from 28th in 2013. The county had a per capita in-
come of $33,907 in 2014, up over $1,500 from 2013.   
 Government continues to be the main job sector, providing 34 
percent of total nonfarm employment, due to the presence of the 
Air Force Base.  
 While the half of  all covered industries saw job declines, aver-
age wages increased in most industries, likely due to the layoff of 
part-time support workers whose duties were absorbed by other 
workers.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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