
Population 
 Eastern Idaho consists of nine diverse counties — 
Bonneville, Butte, Clark, Custer, Fremont, Jefferson, 
Lemhi, Madison and Teton. The area grew by 30,949 
during the decade with Teton, Jefferson. Bonneville 
and Madison counties experiencing the greatest 
growth. In 2010 Bonneville, Butte and Jefferson coun-
ties were established as the Idaho Falls metropolitan 
statistical area, which has received national attention 
for its high growth and low unemployment rates. It is 
currently one of the fastest-growing metropolitan are-
as in the nation. Due to a lower cost of living, good 
workforce and quality recreational opportunities, 
growth is expected to continue.   

Labor Force & Employment  
 The unemployment rate for eastern Idaho remained 
comparatively low prior to 2008 but increase following 
the the national recession. Economic diversity and the 
stability provided by the Idaho National Laboratory, one 
of the state’s major employers. Although the region’s 
unemployment rate did increase during the recession 
to a high of 7.0 percent in 2010, it remained well below 
the state and national average. In 2015 the unemploy-
ment rate was 3.5 percent.   
 All nine counties are heavily involved in agriculture 
and related industries like wholesale food and food pro-
cessing. The city of Idaho Falls is a regional hub for re-
tail and health care. The region is a gateway to popular 
tourist destinations like Yellowstone National Park, and 
hundreds of thousands of tourists pass through it annu-
ally on U.S. Highway 20. Henry’s Lake, known worldwide 
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for its trout fishery, and Borah Peak, the highest point in the 
state, are some of the attractions. Butte County is home to 
the world’s first nuclear power plant, EBR-1, and Arco, the 
first city in the world to be lit by nuclear energy. The inventor 
of television, Philo Farnsworth, was from Jefferson County. 
High mountains, deep rivers and fertile valleys underscore 
the area’s beauty. 



* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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Covered Employers 
 Average employment increased by nearly 6,500 during 
the decade, and average wages increased by $7,262. The 
larger industries are trade, health and education, govern-
ment and professional and business services — most are 
INL jobs. Government includes the local, state and federal 
departments operating in the region but also hospitals and 
correctional facilities operated by these governments. Oth-
er significant government employers are the federal de-
partments of Energy and Agriculture and the Bureau of 
Land Management along with the Idaho Fish and Game 
Department. Construction, although it has declined due to 
the recession, and leisure and hospitality are also strong.    


