
Population 
 

 Bonner County has experienced rapid population 
growth. Its beauty, recreational opportunities and qual-
ity of life attracted thousands of new residents. From 
2005 to 2015, however, the county’s population grew 
5.8 percent from 39,576 to 41,859 while Idaho's pop-
ulation grew 16 percent and the U.S. population grew 
9 percent. The county also has hundreds of summer 
residents.  
 Sandpoint, the county seat, has a population of 
7,835 in 2015. Surrounding populations include 1,138 
in Ponderay, 789 in Kootenai and 660 in Dover. The 
largest city west of Sandpoint, Priest River, has 1,758 
residents.  Clark Fork with 541 residents is the largest 
town to the east. 

Labor Force & Employment  
 Bonner County has enjoyed considerable success in di-
versifying and expanding its economy. Manufacturing  jobs 
rose 27 percent from 1,486 in 2000 to 1,880 in 2010 while 
they fell 26 percent statewide. The aerospace sector has tak-
en off in Bonner County with companies like Aerocet, Quest 
Aircraft, Cygnus and Tamarack Aerosapce Group. Also con-
tributing to the expansion were Litehouse salad dressings, 
Unicep Packaging plastic applicators, Thorne Research’s nu-
tritional supplements, Diedrich’s coffee-roasting machines 
and Encoder Products electronics. But the recession claimed 
nearly 450 manufacturing jobs. The county’s mainstay, 
sawmills, have been suffering from low prices. Since 2006, 
the Priest River area has lost more than 650 sawmill and 
logging jobs.   
 The development of Schweitzer Mountain Resort and 
Sandpoint's reputation as a haven for the arts  contributed to 
tourism growth. Schweitzer’s expansions since 1990 have 
boosted winter employment at local motels, restaurants and stores. But as important as the winter tourism is, the summer 

brings even more tourists.  
 The largest private employers are Litehouse Inc, a manufactur-
er of  salad dressing and related products headquartered in 
Sandpoint, and Wal-Mart, major retail outlet located in Sandpoint. 
 The timber industry’s troubles, steep drops in construction and 
other effects of the recession are slowing the local economy. How-
ever, the county continues to lay the foundation for strong growth 
in the future. 
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Economic Development 
The Bonner County Economic Development Corp. and 
the Priest River Development Corp. are working to 
bring more jobs to the county. They can show potential 
employers the county’s high quality of life, excellent 
business climate and low business costs.   
  
The county’s growing population and ever-growing 
number of tourists benefit many retail and service 
businesses. Between 2000 and 2015 the number of 
private sector employees in Bonner County grew 12 
percent from 9,601 to 10,506. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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