
Population 
 Despite the decline in natural resource extraction, 
Boise County continued to grow during the economic 
expansion before the recession. Adjacent to Ada 
County, the state’s business, government and finan-
cial center, Boise County’s population hit 7,229 in 
2007. But as the recession’s assault on Ada County 
spilled over, Boise County’s population fell to 6,739 in 
2013. It has gained 319 people since 2013 to bring 
the total to 7,058 in 2015, 2.4 percent below its pre-
recession peak.  Developers have built subdivisions in 
the Boise County mountains that attract commuters 
from Ada County. Attractions in Boise County include 
Bogus Basin ski resort, which is just 30 minutes from 
downtown Boise, and the Payette River, which draws 
rafters and kayakers to its world class whitewater rap-
ids.  

Labor Force & Employment  
 Boise County’s labor force declined in 2008 as the 
average unemployment rate nearly doubled from 3.4 per-
cent to 6 percent. Continued economic erosion in 2009 
and 2010 pushed unemployment to 10.6 percent. The 
economy has been recovering since then and 2015 saw 
the unemployment rate fall 0.3 points to 6.2 percent.  
 The labor force, which had not seen a decrease since 
2002, dropped every year from 2007 to 2010. This con-
traction occurred as the number of unemployed was in-
creasing at a rapid rate. Despite a small uptick in 2011, 
the labor force continued through 2013. Since then, 83 
people have entered the county’s labor force. 
 Despite the decreasing unemployment rate and in-
creasing labor force for Boise County residents, the num-
ber of covered jobs in the county decreased between 
2014 and 2015. Job growth in education and health ser- vices was more than offset by a loss of 58 jobs in leisure 

and hospitality and smaller losses in other sectors.  
 Over the decade, Boise County has experienced more 
significant job losses, losing 134 jobs since 2005. Govern-
ment made up the bulk of the loss followed by construc-
tion and manufacturing. 
 The loss of jobs combined with the increasing labor 
force and decreasing unemployment rate suggests that 
more people are commuting outside of the county for 
work.  
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
 Boise County’s ranking rose  to 16th in 2014 in per capita 
income to $35,044, an increase of $1,273 from 2013. More 
affluent people moving to the county to enjoy a rural lifestyle 
continue to help boost per capita income for the area.  
 Leisure and hospitality and government were the largest 
nonfarm sectors in 2015. Together they accounted for 65 
percent of nonfarm jobs. Trade, utilities and transportation 
follow, but only make up 12 percent of the area’s nonfarm 
employment.  

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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