
Population 
 The Boise metropolitan area encompasses Ada, Boise, Can-
yon, Gem and Owyhee counties. The area covers 11,738 
square miles, 14.2 percent of the state, and varies from high 
desert to beautiful forests on rugged mountains to deep river 
canyons. Over 41 percent of Idahoans live in the metro area. 
It also holds the state’s capital, Boise. 
 While population growth was as slow as 1.1 percent per 
year immediately following the recession, the growth rate has 
increased and now the area ranks in the top 50 fastest grow-
ing metro areas nationally. Population growth continued to 
increase between 2014 and 2015, with a gain of 1.8 percent. 
This improved growth rate is still considerably below the 2006 
rate of 4.3 percent, the highest rate since the early 1990s. 
Since 2005, the metro area has grown by almost 130,000 or 
24 percent. The state’s two largest counties—Ada County and 
Canyon County—contribute 95 percent of the metro area’s 
676,929 people.  

Labor Force & Employment  
   The Boise metropolitan area’s labor force grew by over 
10,000 from 2005 to 2006 before slowing considerably 
in 2007. The labor force began to regain strength in 
2010 and is now 42,508—15 percent—above 2005 lev-
els. The unemployment rate also improved to 4.4 percent 
in 2014, down 1.6 points from the year before. 
  The area continues to experience a strong recovery and 
added 9,088 covered jobs in 2015. Construction, which 
was devastated during the recession, recorded its first 
year over year gains in 2012 with an increase of almost 
600 jobs. This growth has continued through 2015 with 
the industry adding almost 1,050 more jobs. Manufactur-
ing, another sector that has had a rough decade, contin-
ues its year over year growth with an addition of 638 jobs 
in 2015.  The winner for the most jobs added over the 
decade though goes to private education and health ser- vices, with 12,655 new jobs since 2004. From 2014 to 

2015, Trade, utilities and transportation saw the most 
growth, adding 2,200 jobs. 
 In 2015, mining and manufacturing industries recorded 
the largest gains in earnings per worker with gains of 
12,240 and 10,370 respectively . Only one industry, con-
struction, registered a decline in wages. 
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Per Capita Income & Employment 
The Boise metro area’s per capita income continued 

its climb in 2015 to $39,956, growing 3.4 percent over 
the previous year. This put the metro area 4 percent over 
the state but only 83 percent of national per capita in-
come.  

The region’s nonfarm employment landscape is led by 
trade, utilities and transportation making up 20 percent 
of the areas employment. Professional and business 
services and education and health services make up the 
next largest piece with 14 and 15 percent respectively. 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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