
 

Population 
  
 Bingham County’s population has steadily de-
creased since the 2011 peak of 45,912. In 2015, the 
population was 44,990, a 2 percent drop from 2011. 
 Blackfoot is the county seat and largest city with a 
population of 11,740 residents. The city’s population 
has shown the same downward trend as the county. 
Shelley with a population of 4,339 and Aberdeen with 
a population for 1,929, are the other two major cities 
in the county. 
 Flat and fertile farmland surrounded by mountains 
and crossed by the Snake River that provides water 
for fishing, boating and irrigation offer a picturesque 
setting and a lifestyle few people want to leave. 
  

 

Labor Force & Employment  
 

 Bingham County’s civilian labor force grew steadily 
through the decade while its unemployment rate gradual-
ly declined until the recession. In 2015 the number un-
employed was at the same level as in 2008 but the em-
ployment remained slightly below that level. Employment 
has increased slowly the last three years resulting in a 
decline in the annual average unemployment rate. The 
4.1 percent recorded in 2015 was the lowest since 2009.
 Bingham County ‘s economy  depends heavily on agri-
culture but has a diverse employer base that demands a 
diverse workforce. High technology metal fabricator Prem-
ier Technology and  First American Title both have their 
headquarters in Bingham County.  Idaho State Hospital 
South and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes’ gambling oper- ation are other large nonfarm employers. The county’s 

location between two major trade centers — Pocatello to 
the south and Idaho Falls to the north — provides addi-
tional  workforce and employment opportunities. 

 Efforts to attract new business to the county by Bing-
ham Economic Development Corp. hold promise for the 
county’s economic future.       
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Covered Employment & Wages 
Bingham County’s large agricultural base goes hand 

in hand with trade and manufacturing to provide near-
ly half of all jobs in the county. 

Government accounts for another 27 percent be-
cause of Idaho’s State Hospital South, the University of 
Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station and several local 
school districts. 

Wages in the county are lower than in most of the 
United States and fall in about the middle of all Idaho 
counties. 

This county is served by the office located at the address below: 
Idaho Department of Labor 
155 N. Maple 
Blackfoot, ID 83221-0009 Ph: (208) 236-6713 

* Additional occupational wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor website at lmi.idaho.gov. 
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